World War I  “Autograph Album”

Description.

(A detailed table listing each image and signee is further below)

This lovely album comprises some 70 inscribed pages (as well as the many left blank) and takes us back to the days when collecting autographs of everybody and anybody was a particularly popular pastime, and especially of girls.  For its date, this is a good one.
It came as some surprise to me to hear that this album, usually on the desk alongside or near the Boy Scout memorabilia, has been in the museum for quite some time.  Ten years in fact, according the family who loaned it to us, and it would have been brought in and given to the care of Merrill, our founder and manager at the time.
The family happened to call recently to enquire if we still have it, and to say they would now like to have it back.  Of course, if loaned, we can have no objection to that, but having looked through it for the first time, it also became clear that it was a little treasure.  It contains not a few pieces of what may be termed today “War Art”, ie, sketches and drawings, done for the amusement of the young lady who owned it.  
It is also apparent to us that all of these images are strictly the copyright of this family, and so are not ours to do with, or display, as we wish. Hence why they are here on this private page for our viewing only.  
Should the family agree in the fullness of time that we could have it back and keep it on display after all, or display some of the pages, then we can decide what we can further do then. Perhaps re-print the best of them and make up a folder for public display on our own shelves.  
Mr Bonning, of the family, and the grandson of the man who first brought it in for our display, told us of two remarkable facts.  Firstly, that the inscription in the front gives a clue as to the name of the girl that owned the album, which turns out to be a local family name very well known to us.  Secondly, that one inscription by a soldier is that of a VC awardee. That came as a surprise. 
Researching this man’s name, and deeds, turned up a lot of information, and we can have no reason to doubt this is all genuine.  

Of the 70 or so images, not all are by soldiers.  Some 36 are signed with a rank, or regiment, and of the rest, many may be soldiers, but I suspect most are Sutton residents who were known family friends or who worked with the young lady whatever her job was, if any.  

So going by the dates, and the names of the soldiers and their various regiments and units, we can see that the Durham Light Infantry, their 5th Reserve Battalion, were here in Sutton.  As were the 4th Reserve Battalion of the Yorkshire Regiment, plus there are a few by the Lancashire Fusiliers and the Royal Artillery.  Of the latter, several mention AA guns.  Contrary to what we would have expected, there are none by members of the East Yorkshire Regiment.  But we do know they were here in the first few weeks of August of 1914 before going to the B.E.F. in France.
Mr Bonning also told of their belief that the girl who owned it was possibly a nurse, in a ‘military hospital’ in Wawne.  That was news to us.  We know the military took over Wawne Lodge, and left it in some state of disrepair after the war, but a war hospital we had not heard of.

On the contrary, many of the inscriptions are signed as ‘Sutton’, or ‘Sutton on Hull’.  Wawne is not mentioned even once.  I believe these men were stationed and billetted locally. It also gives a clue that the WW2 army camp and AA battery on Wawne Rd may not have been the first such installment there, it is quite possible a similar camp had been in the same area 20 years before, all trace obliterated by the building and enlargement of the later one.  One man says he was part of an ‘anti-gas unit’. The earliest date is 1914, and the latest is 1926, spanning 12 years.
The items vary from some simple, humorous lines to those that are almost love poems, as well as drawings and sketches ranging from very amateur to quite accomplished.  Several of these men could in our times have earnt a living as cartoonists or graphical artists.  I’ve tried to research their names, to ascertain both why they were here and possibly where they went next.  And that threw up more questions than answers.

Nearly all sign that their battalion was ‘Res’, or Reserve.  This would make sense.  Home defence was performed in the main by reserve battalions of men who could not be sent abroad for various reasons, the most common being they were too old, perhaps having served before, or were not classed as A1 fit to fight.  Flat footedness or short-sightedness did not get a man out of military service, but it may save him being sent abroad to theatres of war.  Some had served abroad, and were home because of injury, and that may have been the case with Tom Dresser, the VC holder.  Why he was in Sutton is another matter.  For those who want to know more about this man, we have a great deal of information if you ask.
Because most of these men did not go abroad, there seems to be no medal card for most either. Which is a shame, because a medal card is the main way today of finding out something more about a WW1 soldier.  Likewise, we cannot find a Service Record either for most, which is no surprise, as we know two-thirds of service records were destroyed in the Second War.

So in most cases, having a name, regiment, battalion and even a service number is of no avail to us.  Their records are just not there, not online for public access, anyway.  The guardians of say, the DLI museum, may be able to point to a name and say, yes, he was one of ours, he’s on our list.  But that is beyond our capabilities at the moment.  The research on this book, and each individual within will only go as deep as one wants to take it.
Finally, researching the name of the girl who owned it has also provided no definite answers.  You’d be surprised at how many girls of that name if could have been, of various ages.  But our best guess, confirmed by Liz's research, is that this girl was born in Stoneferry in 1899, and with the first dated inscriptions being no earlier than 1914, could mean she was aged around 15 and had not long started work.  She could have been a nurse, or a shop worker, or of no job at all.  But most girls, even very well educated ones, were doing something to help the war effort.  Very few were totally idle.  If you have knowledge as to who this lass was, or of someone that may tell us, then please tell.

On closer inspection of some of the art, I also believe we have drawings in here of Elsie herself.  There are several by different artists, and it was only later that I realised they all have a similar look, of a stylish girl with her very long, volumious hair all gathered at the back in what would seem to be a very Edwardian style, very becoming as they used to say, a very pretty lady indeed. I do wonder if these are Elsie herself, portrayed by so many ardent admirers, in a lovely age of innocence and romance.
If she was a nurse, and this was from a hospital, the best guess now is either what became Princess Royal, when it was Sutton Annexe, which we know was a military hospital, but that is in the opposite direction to Wawne.  Or perhaps The Elms, over the road, which I believe I did hear once was being used as such, but these are private soldiers, not officers, so I think it unlikely.  Be nice if it was though, so very local indeed!
For now, browse and if this type of memorabilia is your thing, enjoy.
Rob H.
Album Pages List
	p0-album
	Front cover of leather bound, gilt pages album
	

	p1-carrick-poem
	Dedication page, telling owner of book is Elsie Carrick, by the first letter of each line of poem.
	C.B.
undated

	p2-black
	Poem by W. Black   poss. Corporal
	undated

	p3-latus-drawing
	Cartoon drawing by E.M. Latus      Sutton
	1915

	p4-adkin*
	Poem by Cpl Adkin    4/Yorks
	undated

	p5-brocklebank*
	Poem by L/Cpl Brocklebank  4/Yorks
	undated

	p6-hp-poem
	Poem in 6 verses, with drawings, by  "HP" or "PH"
	29.11.1915

	p7-smithson-poem*
	Poem, in faint pencil, by Gnr J Smithson 80456
AA gun    Sutton on Hull
	undated

	p8-rudings
	Drawing of guardsman L/Cpl Rudings, A Coy 3/LancFus
	9.2.1915

	p9-ball
	Poem by C. Ball
	10.7.1917

	p10-artilleryman
	Poem, Artilleryman's Alphabet, Gnr "J.B." of the RFA
Sutton on Hull
	undated

	p11-pidgeon-poem*
	Poem by L/Cpl W Pidgeon, 30th Batt  North'd Fusiliers
	4.7.1917

	p12-oldfield
	Musical poem, by E.G. Oldfield
	19.8.1925

	p13-rudings-drawing
	Cartoon of Royal Navy raging bull, L/Cpl Rudings,
A  Coy 3/LancsFus     Sutton
	26.2.1915

	p14-amb
	Two lines, by A.M.B    aka 'Oliver Twist'.
	? . 1915

	p15-betts-poem      &
	Full page poem, by Sydney J Betts, 5/DLI    (MM  250617 ?)
	23.4.1918

	p16a-rudings-drawing
	Full page drawing of German soldier, L/Cpl Rudings,

A  Coy 3/LancsFus     Sutton     (medal card is p16a)
	13.2.1915

	p16b-rudingsmedalcard
	Self explanatory
	

	p17-spearman-sketch &
	Cartoon drawing, with joke, E.C. Spearman, Sacriston, Co Durham            (service rec avail)
	1919

	p18-sk-poem
	Poem, by 'S. K.'   30th Northumberland Fusiliers
	5.3.1917

	p19-spearman-letter
	'Romantic' letter, E Craig Spearman, 5/DLI  Sutton  & Sacriston, Durham               (service rec avail)
	undated

	p20-smithson-poem
	Gnr J Smithson AA gun    Sutton on Hull
	undated

	p21-taylerson-poem
	Full page 'Keats' poem, penned by Sydney W Taylerson
	12.3.1917

	p22-calcutt-drawing
	Pencil drawing of Dover Castle, U.C.Calcutt
	31.3.1916

	p22-tommysfun.jpg
	Full page of humorous lines, based on hymn tunes, entitled "Tommy's Fun", by 'E.G.C.'
	12.8.1925

	p23-sherbert
	Poem by Louis S Herbert, 25/NthFus

& penny stamp and witty line by M McMahon
	both undated

	p24-reed
	Full page pen & ink cartoon, by John A Reed   Sutton
	1914

	p25-prior
	Short poem by L/Cpl F.C.Prior    85th I.R.B.
	undated

	p26.howell
	Cartoon "starvish" by W. Howell       Sutton on Hull
	17.2.1917

	p28-barlow
	Regimental Motto lines of Royal Artillery, by R S Barlow,
AA gun, Sutton
	7.7.1918

	p29-levitts
	w/colour of 2 bullfinches, by M. Levitts
	24.10.1921

	p30-kelly
	Poem by Pte F Kelly, MM, 5th D.L.I.    (MM=18.4.1918)
	undated

	p31-rsb
	Comical pen & ink drawing, by R.S.B.
	undated

	p32-fw
	Watercolour of Robin Hood's Bay, by F.W.
	1914

	p33-holmes
	P&I drawing of hussar with his horse, by W Holmes
YMCA  Sutton
	1914

	p34-gardner
	Pencil drawing, full page, of two cats, by E.A.Gardner
	April 1914

	p35-slater
	Cartoon of cavalryman on bucking horse, by J R Slator

YMCA   Sutton
	undated

	p36-brown
	Pencil cartoon, by K. Brown - Barking
	14.9.1926

	p37-cartby
	Poem by J. M. Cartby
	1918

	p38-woa
	Poem by W.O.A.
	22.3.1917

	p39-french*
	Pen & ink cartoon of a "General Nuisance", by
Sgt W.H. French, 5/DLI      Sutton
	undated

	p40-smith
	Pen & ink drawing of "English Beauty", by M A Smith
	1914

	p41-curry
	Pencil sketch/cartoon of boy and girl, by E. Curry
	19.6.1914

	p42-harrison
	Lines by A Harrison, 4/Yorks, Anti Gas Unit    Sutton
	Undated

	p43-carthy
	Lines by P J Carthy
	1918

	p44-kemp
	Pen & ink drawing of a horse, by A. Kemp
	1918

	p45-ellis
	Line drawing of woman, by L/Cpl Ted Ellis, 4/Yorks   Sutton
	31.1.1918


	p46-barlow*
	Lines & musical scale by Cpl R S Barlow, RGA, Sutton on Hull
	7.7.1918

	p47-rudings
	Illustration in colour of US rifleman, by Pte C Rudings, A Coy, Lancashire Fusiliers
	2.3.1915

	p48-roundhill
	Watercolour sketch of river scene and castle, by A Roundhill
	1914

	p49-ldh
	Lines by L.D.H.
	16.5.1916

	p50-moxon*
	Poem by Pte L H Moxon
	12.7.1917

	p51-burnett
	Drawing of Scottish soldier, by A Burnett, RFA, 1/1 Hvy Batt.
	1.10.1918

	p52-jock
	Pen & Ink drawing of horse's head, by Jock, possibly same man as above, Sutton on Hull
	1.10.1919

	p53-dresser
	Best Wishes inscription, by Pte Tom Dresser VC, place and date of action for award given as 12.5.17 at Roeux, France
	20.12.1917

	p54-french
	Poem by Sgt W H French, 5/DLI  Sutton on Hull
	22.9.1918

	p55-calvert
	Colour cartoon, "Transit of Venus", by J. Calvert
	29.11.1914

	p56-hp
	4-verses, said to be Rev.E.F.A.B., in 1906, by  "HP" or "PH"
	undated

	p57-baker
	Lines by Alec R Baker
	28.10.1915

	p58-dm
	Pen & ink drawing of naval officer, "The Navy", by D.M.
	1917

	p59-bl
	Colour cartoon of eggs for Easter, by B.L.
	Easter 1922

	p60-jc 
p60a-jc
	"Advent calendar" type of page, 1st page has lift-up flaps . . . . . . revealing pearls of wisdom underneath, by J.C.
	27.3.1917

	p61-marshall
	Colour cartoon of wounded dog, by Dr.C.C. Marshall, 5/Yorks
	28.10.1917

	p62-braithwaite
	Coloured greeting, pen & crayon, by W.Braithwaite, draper?
	29.9.1921

	p63-pacey
	Pen & Pencil drawing of girl's head, by J. Pacey
	1914

	p64-whiting
	Stylised drawing of girl in mirror, by G ? Whiting
	15.12.1915

	p65-howard
	Coloured drawing of cockerill, by J.M.Howard
	11.10.1921

	p66-platts
	Two verses of lines, quotes, by Herbert Platts
	15.9.1914

	p67-mawson  LAST PAGE
	Short verse to signify last in book, by Pte J.R.Mawson, 5/DLI
	31.1.1919


