St James Church of England School
Sutton on Hull

I recently read the post from Rob Haywood re the repairs required to Sutton School, now a Museum, and the need for funding. This prompted me to contact Rob. As a former pupil of the school, I feel strongly that history should be preserved, for future generations.
This is my story;
I was born in 1948, in Sutton Road, and would normally have attended Sutton Road School, however this was not to be. In 1953, I contracted POLIO in one of the epidemics, and spent several months in Castle Hill Fever Hospital, (this was prior to a Vaccine being available). I recovered and came home, fortunately only being left with a paralysis of my right arm, due to a remarkable recovery. I didn’t start school till the next year. My Dad worked at the Ministry of Work and Pensions, opposite the school (now I think a Nursing Home), and therefore it was more convenient that I attend Sutton School, as my Dad took me to school on a seat on his bicycle! 
Memories of this lovely village school;
I remember Miss Dunn my first teacher, and Mr Johnson the Headmaster, Mrs Bradfield and Mr Mitchell, outside toilets, bottles of milk, cold in the winter, luke warm in the summer. A very caring school, where everyone was valued as an individual. The school took children from 5 to 15 years of age!  Playtimes, especially in the winter, making slides in the front playground, how times have changed, I never came to any harm.
Mr Johnson's Bee Hives, and a pond, sports days and fancy dress, Mr Johnson with his camera! School concerts in the church hall, attending church on Ascension Day and the having the rest of the day off!
Learning the three R’s took place, and we learnt many valuable life skills: kindness, caring, respect, valuing everyone and being part of a wider family. 
These values have guided me throughout my life.
I left Sutton school at 11 to attend Alderman Cogan Church of England  School, again a happy, family school.  I didn’t take the eleven plus, but I attained the Hull School Leaving Certificate in seven subjects, and so left school at 16. I had always wanted to be a Nurse, and started as a Cadet Nurse at the Victoria Nursing Home, Westbourne Avenue.  
Aged 17, I started applying for Nurse Training. Many schools of Nursing would not accept me due to my paralysis, which they saw as a disability, so I applied to the Queen Alexandra’s Royal Naval Nursing Service, and they accepted me, firstly on a three-month trial.  However, all went well, and I continued my State Enrolled Nurse (SEN) training in the Royal Navy. I served in the Royal Naval Hospitals in Plymouth, Bristol, and Malta. I then saw active Service in Northern Ireland, and gained a General Service Medal (GSM), and had an amazing time.  I left the services on marriage to my husband who was also in the services. 
We settled in Crowthorne in Berkshire where my husband worked as a Registered Nurse in Broadmoor hospital. I contiuned to work in various hospital settings, with a short break to have our children. 
I became very involved in setting up local charities in the village. Crowthorne is a very community minded village, and I always encouraged and involved my children. Having been a finalist in a national nursing award, I met a lady from Northern Ireland.  From that were arranged holidays for children, elderly folk and young adults with learning disabilities from Northern Ireland. This involved all the faiths within the village, and help from many local people and businesses. 
My nursing career carried on and I then qualified as a State Registered Nurse (SRN). For the last 20 years of my career I worked at a local Hospice, which was such a privilege, and set up a Rapid Response Team to provide Palliative care 24 hours a day in the community. I had the honour of being a National Finalist in the Palliative Care Nurse of the year award scheme. I retired when I was 70.
I will never forget the values and encouragement given to me by my parents and by Sutton school.
I now live in West Sussex, as we downsized to be near our family, and I'm still involved in voluntary work.  I volunteer with the local Health Commissioners as a Vaccine Champion.
      Please take up the invite of Covid vaccine.
I do a considerable amount of walking, and have raised charitable funds in this way before.  Now, I hope to be able to raise some funds towards the repairs needed for my old school in the very near future, so I plan to do my walk during this August. 






